Ecological Succession Flip Book
Introduction:  In this class we have discussed primary ecological succession; essentially the process in which life begins in a place where no life existed before.  There is a step-by-step process that occurs in order for life to begin: the beginning, the early successional period, midsuccessional period, late sucessional period and finishing up with wilderness.  It will be up to you to show the five stages of ecological succession in a flip book.
Assignment: Construct a 6 page flip-book (1 cover page, 5 stages of ecological succession)
Requirements:  A place that resonates with YOU.  It should not be a normal ecosystem (forest, ocean, lake), but something that you experience.  You name it (give name on cover page).  This can be real or fantasy.
On the front:  A large picture on EACH of the 6 pages, along with identifying the step in ecological succession.
On the back:  Include the following information about each step in ecological succession:
· Plant size (how large are the plants living in this place)
· Species diversity (low, medium or high)
· Trophic Structure (describe type of organisms there – producers, consumers, decomposers)
· Niches (none, a few, many, complex, simple, etc)
· Efficiency of nutrient recycling (efficient or not efficient)
· Animals (give some examples of animals living in this level of succession)
To Make Flip Book: Fold piece of paper in half (long-ways).  Fold the half sheet of paper into thirds.  You should have six equally sized “pages.”  When ready to make flip book, cut each “page,” stack them on top of each other and staple the “book” with two staples at the top: one on each top corner.
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